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Jim Armour
Jim Armour, Vice President, 
Summa Strategies Canada, 
is this year's recipient of 
the prestigious Star of the 
Library Award presented 
by the Friends of the North 
Grenville Public Library 
at the Annual General 
Meeting held on November 
28, 2015, at the Norenberg 
Building, Kemptville.
 

At the Annual General 
meeting of the Friends of the 
Library on November 28, a 
Star of the Library Award was 
presented to Jim Armour, who 
has been a Chair and member 
of the North Grenville Public 
Library Board for many years, 
and has played a major role in 
the development of both the new 
central Library in Kemptville, 
and a member of the Friends 
Board for more than thirteen 
years.

The presentation to Jim was 
made by Roberta Russell on 
behalf of the Friends, and in her 
remarks, she explained precisely 
why Jim has been such a valued 
member over so many years:

“The North Grenville Public 
Library has no better Friend 
than Jim Armour. He has been 
a member of Friends of the 
Library since its beginning 13 
1/2 years ago.  

“I want to take a few minutes 
to talk about why we value Jim 
so highly. First, his role as a 

coach in supporting the growth 
of our Friends’ group as an 
effective organization has been 
very important to us. In the early 
years, Jim encouraged Friends to 
play an advocacy role, coaching 
us, in those early days, on how 
to be more strategic and, when 
necessary, political. Lesson one 
came when the Municipality 
threatened to cut the Library 
budget.  In response, Friends 
circulated a petition which got 
a lot of community support 
and encouraged the Council to 
rethink the proposed cut. That 
early coaching set the tone for 
a very focused Friends’ group.  
We developed good work habits 
from the beginning, thanks to 
Jim’s help.  With his advice and 
support, Friends of the Library 
was instrumental in laying the 
groundwork for community 
support of a new library.”

Continued on page 3

Jim was nominated for the 
Award by Dr. Patrick Babin, 
Executive Committee, Friends

It is never too early to think 2017!
Our 15th Anniversary!

Canada’s 150th Anniversary!

Love your library!
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Our 14th Children’s Holiday Fun Fest, featuring Sue and Kerry Badgley and George Buys, was 
held Tuesday, December 29, 2015, in the Program Room of the North Grenville Public Library. 

In spite of a major snow storm, many parents and children attended and had much fun singing, 
dancing, and munching.  The entertainment was superb!!!

 Financial sponsor for the event, since its inception at the WB George Centre, has been Giant Tiger.  
Admission has always been a nonperishable food item for the Salvation Army.

The following Friends organized the event: Jude Levere, Jeff Murray, and Pat Babin.

Storm Is No Deterrent for Fun Fest Attendance!

Maker Space program in Memory of Jim Wrong
In October 2014 the Library launched its Maker Space Program as a pilot. Maker Space is a 

place where one can create, often with an emphasis on technology. Our goal at NGPL is to have fun 
while discovering how the world works, leaning new things and developing critical thinking skills. 
We use the STEAM philosophy with our Maker Spaces using elements from Science, Technology, 
Engineering, Art and Math. The program was such a success that we needed to look for resources 
to be able to continue the program in 2015. A donation from the family of long-time Friend, Jim 
Wrong, made this possible. Jim’s daughter Rosemary felt that having children learn and create 
using the STEAM philosophy was a perfect fit with how her father lived his life. 

We have 3 programs running; Mini-Makers for ages 5-7, Mighty Makers for ages 8-12 and 
Teen Makers. The kids have learned about technology using the “Makey Makey” to create musical 
instruments, video game controllers and interactive art pieces. Building has been a major theme 
with them building free standing structures, weight-bearing structures and bridges. During the 
summer programs they built floating boats out of straw, marble runs and wood sculptures using 
hammers and drills. Instead of giving specific instructions to follow the children were encouraged 
to use their imagination when creating. Recycled material became monsters, paint strips became 
roads and fruits became interactive buttons. 

New Children’s Programs: 
Reading Buddies, Twinkle 
Little Stars, Getting Ready 
for Kindergarten

Reading Buddies provides 
children with the opportunity to 
read with a high school buddy 
to increase their proficiency and 
confidence with reading skills. 
Children from JK to grade 6 
are welcome. Each child gets 
approximately 25 minutes with 
their buddy.

Twinkle Little Stars is our 
Parent and infant program. Our 
hour is spent singing, rhyming 
and bouncing, and reading 
books suitable for the youngest 
readers. Puppets, the felt board 
and the parachute are also a part 
of this early literary experience.

G e t t i n g  R e a d y  f o r 
Kindergarten provides an 
opportunity for 3 year olds to 
have their first library program 
exper ience  wi thout  the i r 
parents. Skills essential for 
Kindergarten are developed: 
sharing, navigating transitions, 
socializing with peers.  The hour 
is comprised of free play with a 
variety of stations that promote 
a number of skills, a show and 
share component, a read aloud, 
songs and games, and gross 
motor activities.
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Sue Higgins, CEO: Vibrant Programs at NGPL

Library photos



Income Tax Receipts
Income Tax Receipts 
are enclosed along with 
our latest newsletter and 
membership renewal 
forms.

Friends is a registered 
charity recognized by

Revenue Canada. 
 Our Registration

Number is:
840 342 729 RR0001

 

Warm greetings to you, our valued members, as we begin our 14th 
year. 2015 was a year of much change. The Executive said goodbye 
to several long-time members who contributed immeasurably 
to Friends (Pat Babin, Roberta Russell, Fran Thompson, Jean 
Kilfoyle, Bill McElrea, George Buys, Robyn Harris and Margaret 
Carlson). We welcomed several new members to our Executive 
(John Grinstead, Susan Hunt, Kelvin Hodges, Vivian Howe, and 
Anthea Loke).  After a hiatus, Pat Babin rejoined the Executive 
and brought it back to life.

Following much research, and with assistance from Allister 
Brown at Patterson, Hadden and Brown, we secured General 
Liability Insurance as well as Executive and Officers Insurance 
through Grenville Mutual, a local company. Many Friends 
organizations across the province folded last year because they 
were unable to afford this extra expense.

In 2015, we had two successful fundraisers: the OPP BBQ and a 
wine/food pairing at Brigadoon Restaurant. Two of our Executive 
members, Pat Babin and Vivian Howe, started a popular reading 
and trivia program for residents of Bayfield Manor. And of course 
Youngsters of Yore had another very successful year under the 
guidance of Fran Thompson and Jean Kilfoyle. Thanks to George 
Buys for making our spring Literary Follies a great success and 
to the Badgley family for another successful Children’s Holiday 
Fun Fest. 

Our goals for the coming year are to develop a clear strategy for 
securing corporate funding, to enhance our yearly Literary Follies 
to incorporate a fund raising component and to develop other ways 
to increase literacy in the community.

We hope you will continue to support Friends by renewing your 
membership and encouraging others to join. Your involvement 
allows us to enhance library programs, particularly those 
dedicated to children, youth and seniors.

2015 in Review
Helen Bunn, Chair

 This year’s Youngsters of Yore Christmas Dinner held on December 17, 2015, in the Program 
Room of the Library was a huge success.  Catering costs for this event were paid by the Friends 
of the Library.  Jean Kilfoyle and Fran Thompson coordinated the event.  Music was provided by 
Moira  and Jerry Anderson

OPP BBQ 
$975.00 was raised for the 

benefit of Friends at this year’s 
Ontario Provincial Police BBQ 
held at the Detachment on 
Highway 44.

Sponsors of the event were 
Gar White, Jeffrey Murray, 
Roberta Russell, and Pat Babin, 
all Friends.

Friends appreciate OPP’s 
ongoing support.  Constable 
Cathy Lindsay, coordinator 
of this summer event, was 
presented with an honourary 
life membership by the Friends 
Executive a few years ago.

Harry Pratt, one of our 
strongest supporters these past 
thirteen years, passed away in 
December. A fantastic Friend! 
We mourn...

Youngsters of Yore Banquet

Thank you, Mary Whyte, 
for your $250 donation. 
Happy New Year!!
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August 13, 2015

“ F r o m  t h e  m u n i c i p a l 
perspective and a behind the 
scenes look at building the 
library, from dollars to mortar, 
Jim was the true builder of this 
building.

“No one can claim his true 
never-take-no-for-an-answer 
attitude on making this happen, 
spending hours on strategies to 
move Council forward in the 
right direction and spending 
many lunch hours in a federal 
minister’s office looking for 
financial capital. Jim spent a great 
deal of his political capitol to get 
them to take North Grenvilles’ 
need seriously. Without Jim’s 
acumen and tenacious yet so 
gentlemen-like ability to move 
these mountains, this beautiful 
building would not stand. 
Jim’s eloquent professional 
style and community-minded 
spirit is second to none. Our 
municiplaity stands to thank 
Jim for for his dedication to the 
library and his community.”

continued from page 1

Councillor Barb Tobin on 
Jim Armour:
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Jim Armour
Lois Armstrong
Patrick Babin

Sue and Kerry Badgley
Sue Bergeron

Sandra and Richard Bole
Patsy Brooks and George Buys

Helen and Peter Bunn
Rosemary and Jim Dolan

Rebecca Dukes*
David Elliott

Patricia and John Evans
Marie and George Gouthro
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Sasha  Honsl
Lajla and Ken Jensen

Nancy & Robert Johnston
Gwyn and Dennis Jones

Gerry  Ketchum
Anne and Richard Kotlarchuk
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Cathy Lindsay
Anne Martin

Marnie Martin*
Jacqueline and Barry Mayhew

Maureen McCleery
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Petra and Bill McElrea

Lesley McGhee
Susie and Mike McIntosh

Marjorie Mosher
Margaret and Ken Newman
 E. Ann and Henry Newton

Christa Norenberg*
June and Peer Norgaard 

Robert Noseworthy
Cathy and Bill Patterson

Christine (Tina) and Doug 
Philips

Brenda and Christopher 
Reinkeluers

Roberta and Ivan Russell
Joan Simpson
Mary  Smith

Hugh Stewart*
Fran and Doug Thompson

Sylvia Vezina
Sandy and Gar White

Mary Whyte
Mollie and Jim Wrong**

*RIP

Corporate Partner
John Brauneisen

Members for Life

Trivia team

Sarah Badgley was a bright, 
happy and beautiful girl from 
Kemptville. She loved, and was 
loved, and had her whole life in 
front of her. Tragically, on 21 
July 2001, not long after her 
third birthday, Sarah was killed 
in an automobile accident. 
Sarah was my daughter, and her 
death had a profound impact on 
my wife, Sue, and I. 

  It would have been easy 
for us to withdraw in grief, 
but we knew that to have done 
so would have upset Sarah, as 
she loved being with people. 
As a result, we decided to do 
something positive and to focus 
our efforts on helping develop 
a love of reading in children.

 Being only three at the 
time of her death, Sarah never 
learned to read, but that didn’t 
stop her from having books 
read to her every day. After she 
died, we approached the North 
Grenville Public Library and 
asked if we could raise funds in 
Sarah’s name for the children's 
area. The Library agreed, and to 
this day the children's section 

Team B (We’re No. 2!)
Diana Fisher, Bill Patterson, Susie McIntosh, 
Kelly Ferguson DVM, and Father Robert 
Porter

Thank you to the AGM Trivia Teams!

Team A (Winners!) 
 Margret Norenberg, Ken Mews, Dr. John 
Evans, Geraldine Taylor and 
John Brauneisen

Bee Master: Joan Simpson  Assistant: Anthea Loke
Timer: Peter Bunn    Arbiter: Jeffrey Murray

Brain Power in Action!

of the Library is known as 
"Sarah's Corner." The story-time 
hour for children is still named 
"Sarah's Circle."

 Sue and I also worked on a 
larger-scale initiative to support 
children’s literacy. Since 1996 I 
have been a board member of 
the Rural Learning Association 
(RLA), and I  proposed a 
province-wide literacy granting 
program in Sarah’s name. The 
RLA agreed, and in 2002 it 
established the Sarah Badgley 
Literacy Fund for Rural 
Ontario Children. To date, 
we are proud to say that more 
than 65 libraries have received 
grants for children’s literacy 
programs. The grants (up to 
a maximum of $500) can be 
used for a range of purposes, 
such as book purchases, book 
bags for newborns, literacy 
kits for pre-teens, furniture for 
children’s areas, etc. In short, if 
it helps develop or foster a love 
of reading in rural children, it is 
likely eligible for funding. 

 Relatively speaking, a grant 
of $500 is not large, but every 

year the RLA receives upwards 
of 40 applications for funds. 
Sadly, given our limited financial 
resources, only four or five 
grants are typically given out 
each year.  For those wanting 
to learn about the program, 
the RLA’s website is (http://
rurallearning.ca/). Donations 
are always welcome (the RLA 
is a registered charity).

In itself, having the ability 
to read will not cure diseases, 
eliminate poverty, reduce the 
impact of climate change, etc. 
That said, without a literate 
society, we are sunk even 
before we begin to try to tackle 
such problems. And libraries 
continue to be a vital resource to 
inculcate a love of reading in our 
children. Sue and I, and Sarah’s 
brother and sister (Paul and 
Shannon) are extremely proud 
to make a modest contribution 
to developing a love of books 
in rural children. We believe 
that Sarah, too, would be very 
pleased about all of the good 
things that have been done in 
her name.

Sarah’s Gift to Reading
Kerry Badgley
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Thank you for your 
support, John!


