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 Demonstrating a Continuing Commitment to the NGPL

As Members for Life of the 
Friends of the North Grenville 
Public Library, Mollie and Jim 
Wrong were active supporters 
of this library, long before the 
current building was in place.  
In the recent years since 
Mollie’s and Jim’s passing, their 
commitment to the library has 
continued through monetary 
gifts received in 2013, 2014 
and 2016.  This continuing 

dedication is no surprise, as 
Mollie was once a librarian and 
remained passionate about 
books throughout her life, even 
after losing much of her vision 
in her final years.

While a young librarian, 
Mollie was a pioneer as the 
f i rst  woman driver of the 
Fraser Valley Regional Library 
bookmobile, which was also 
the first of its kind in Canada, 

Mollie and Jim Wrong

Friends  
OPP Charity BBQ
August 11, 2016

serv ing  over  40  remote 
locations in British Columbia. 
Featured in a 1945 National 
Film Board short documentary, 
entitled “Library on Wheels”, 
Mollie can be seen assisting 
library visitors, including a boy 
choosing a book. Posted on 
YouTube by the Fraser Valley 
Library at https://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=omFAW7leqeo, 
this film focuses on the ground-
breaking delivery of library 
services in a rural environment.

After marrying in Abbotsford, 
BC, Mollie and Jim raised two 
children and lived in numerous 
locations in Canada, the United 
States, and Europe, due to 
Jim’s career in civil engineering.  
Eventually, they moved to 
Kemptville, where for over 25 
years, they enjoyed their life 
together and were actively 
involved in this library and the 
community. 

In May 2013 – a year after 
Mollie’s passing – Jim and 
daughter Rosemary invited 
family friends, Friends of the 
NGPL and library staff to honour 
Mollie’s memory and celebrate 
a Wrong family donation of 
$10,000, intended for the 
purchase of talking books and 
large print publications.  Why 

make a donation to a library? 
As Jim noted in his speech, 
“So, that is why we are in 
this library – exactly where 
Mollie would fit in as a working 
librarian”.  A plaque, located 
above the library’s Staff Room 
door, highlights her role as a 
bookmobile driver.

Following Jim’s passing in 
2014, an estate gift from the 
Wrong family provided the library 
with funds to continue the Maker 
Space Program in his memory. 
As noted in the January 2016 
issue of the Newsletter, “Jim’s 
daughter Rosemary felt that 
having children learn and create 
using the STEAM (science, 
technology, engineering, art, 
and math) philosophy was a 
perfect fit with how her father 
lived his life”.  In May 2015, 
a plaque was added above 
the Staff Room entrance, 
highlighting Jim’s long-time role 
as a Friend of the NGPL.

By being NGPL Members 
fo r  L i fe ,  Mol l ie  and J im 
Wrong demonstrated that a 
commi tment  to  learn ing, 
creativity and literacy can be 
shared with our library’s visitors, 
users and makers - well beyond 
the limits of life. 

Rosemary Wrong

 

September 17-18, 2016
Coordinator:  George Buys

Location:  Grenville Mutual Building

14th Literary Follies



We are sharing this mid-
year Newsletter with you 
because of the many exciting 
activities on our agenda. 
Much has happened since 
our last Newsletter in January.

 W e  h a d  a n o t h e r 
successful fundraiser with the 
Dinner/Wine Pairing at the 
Brigadoon and are grateful 
for Cheryl Mackie’s continued 
generos i t y.  Under  the 
guidance of former Executive 
member George Buys, we 
have expanded our Literary 
Follies to 2 days. The event 
will be held on September 
17-18, 2016, and will include 
exciting authors from North 
Grenville and beyond as 
well as local musicians. 
We are in the process of 
deve lop ing  a  package 
to be used to encourage 
businesses in the area to 
become Corporate Members 
or Corporate Sponsors for 
various fundraising activities. 

I remind members of the 
key goals of Friends:

1. To promote goodwill 
and support for the 
Library.

2. To stimulate public 
awareness of Library 
needs.

3. To ensure, through 
fundraising, that the 
Library is able to offer 
enhanced services 
and resources.

4. To  a s s i s t  i n  t h e 
promotion of literacy 
in the community.

In order to accomplish 
these  goa ls ,  we  need 
the active support of our 
members. We encourage you 
to renew your membership 

if you have not done so, 
and to continue to support 
our fundraising activities by 
attending and participating.

This is our last Newsletter 
before our Annual General 
Meeting in October. Our 
organization can only remain 
healthy if we have a variety 
of voices around the table. 
Please consider letting your 
name stand for a position on 
our Executive. 

Have a wonderful summer, 
hopefully reading some great 
books.

Helen Bunn

Life Members
The following Friends 
recently became life 
members;  namely, 

Mary Carlson, 
James Armour, 
Norma Fisher, 

Barb Tobin, 
Barbara  and John 

Grinstead.  
Margaret Ledbetter and 

Jeffrey Murray 
became patrons.  

A complete list will be 
featured in the Fall 2016 

Newsletter.
 

In 2012, Jim Armour, 
Chair, NG Public Library 
Board, wrote:

 “The Friends of the NGPL 
have been an army of goodwill 
ambassadors, changing the 
public’s perception of what a 
modern library is all about.”
Here is what Sue Higgins, 
CEO, NGPL, had to say:

 They (Friends) are an 
essential part of the “team” 
that provides excellent library 
service in the community of 
North Grenville.

 

Thank you, Cheryl!
Cheryl Mackie,  owner of The 
Brigadoon in Oxford Mills, 
hosted her Annual Dinner 
and Wine Pairing event on 
May 25, 2016.  She donated 
a portion  of the proceeds to 
Friends in support of library 
programming for children, 
youth, and adults.  Winners 
of the raffle gifts included 
Dana Mae Grainger, Joan 
Simpson, Bob Johnston,Doug 
Thompson, Fran Thompson, 
and Ridley Levere.  Thanks 
to Cheryl for her continuing 
support of Friends.  Everyone 
had a lovely evening.

Jude Levere

Versatile Tote Bags
 Friends, in collaboration 

with Library Staff, is looking 
i n to  the  poss ib i l i t y  o f 
ordering special tote bags 
for distribution by staff.  Sale 
price will be determined as 
expeditiously as possible.

 

 FRIEND Your Library
 F r i e n d s  c o n s i s t s 

o f  en thus ias t ic  l ib rary 
supporters who believe in 
the importance of our Library 
as the social and intellectual 
centre of North Grenville. 
Hard to believe that next year 
will be our 15th Anniversary! 
It is never too late to discover 
the serenity and beauty of 
the Norenberg Building.  It 
is also the coolest place in 
Kemptville.

Chair, Executive Committee Rosemary and Dad

Bayfield Here We Come
  In September, Vivian 

Howe and Pat Babin will 
return to Bayfield Manor for 
their weekly trivia-story telling 
volunteer sessions.

 

www.ngpl.ca/friends

Flashback:
 Remember our Harvest 

Book Fair at Gunstone 
Gardens in 2004?  If you 
purchased books, you were 
given a bag of potatoes!

 



14th Literary Follies, 
September 17-18, 2016
Coordinator:  George Buys
Location:  Grenville Mutual 
Building
 Confirmed authors who will 
participate include Elizabeth 
Hay, Michael McCann, Ken 
Rockburn, Janet Stark, 
and Diane Fisher.  The 
r ich infus ion of  ta lent 
includes local musicians, 
artists, and authors.  Three 
“frees”: admission, parking, 
refreshments!

Youngsters
 of Yore

Powerful membership 
s u p p o r t  f r o m  r e g u l a r 
attendees!  At least thirteen 
“youngsters” are life members 
of Friends; another eleven 
are regular members.  

YoY has met over 150 
times during the last three 
years.  We are so proud of 
Fran Thompson and Jean 
Kilfoyle along with their many 
volunteers.  George Gouthro 
is doing an excellent job as 
photographer.  The group is 
planning its annual picnic at 
Lock 17 on July 28.

Donation from TD Bank       
     Pat Babin, on behalf of 
Friends, recently accepted a 
$250 cheque from the North 
Grenville branch of TD.  The 
funds will help support the 
vibrant Summer Reading 
Program at the Library.  The 
theme this summer is GO 
WILD!  Have you seen the 
2016 summer brochure!  
Wonderfully planned program 
with a rich offering of exciting 
activities.  Library Sue is 
“making the most of every 
mind”.

Thanks to Kerry Badgley’s 
referral, we were able to as-
sist Carrie Cousineau, Front 
of Yonge Public Library 
Board, in her quest for info 
on the establishment of a 
Friends group.

 

Pat, Speechless???
 An enthusiastic group 

of Executive Committee 
“ r e t i r e e s ”  r e c e n t l y 
honoured their longtime 
Chairperson, Pat Babin, at 
a surprise luncheon held 
at the home of Petra and 
Bill McElrea.  The occasion 
left the honouree “almost” 
speechless especially when 
Roberta Russell presented 
him with a leather-bound 
review of his fourteen years 
of volunteerism vis-à-vis 
Friends.

Pat thanks those who 
attended.  One of the 
highlights of his life!

 It is hard to 
believe that 

next year will 
be our 15th 

Anniversary!
 

 Did you know that 
Fr iends donated a 
thousand dollars for the 
special tote bags which 
were distributed during 
the off icial opening 
of our new Library?  
450 tote bags were 
purchased. 

Volunteers are our Lifeline!

2016 OPP Charity BBQ                         
Cathy L indsey,  OPP, 

announced recently that 
Thursday, August 11, 2016, 
has been reserved for the 
Friends of the NG Public 
Library.  Official sponsorship 
necessitates an investment 
of $450.  Incidentally, Cathy 
is an honourary life member 
of Friends.

 

Friends of the 
North Grenville 
Public Library
love libraries!  

We know that libraries pro-
mote literacy and access to 
knowledge…bringing people 
of all ages together to learn, to 
grow, to enjoy!

 A library is only as great as 
the community that supports it.

 By joining Friends, you help 
to ensure the quality of the Li-
brary’s programs  and benefits 
to the North Grenville commu-
nity.

Authors at the 
Library

As part of its mandate, 
Youngster of Yore invites 
authors to share their books 
with its membership.  These 
sessions have proven to be 
quite lucrative for the writers 
and a sheer delight for the 
audience.  The following 
are among those who have 
addressed the group:

Shirley Nichols Hellam, 
Michael  McCann,  R.J . 
Harlick, Molly O’Connor, Ann 
Raina, Jim Prebble, Jennifer 
DeBruin, Isobel Eastman, 
Donna Naughton, J. Wiilliam 
Galbraith, David Shanahan, 
Diana Fisher, Brian Lindsay, 
Lynn Clark, William Byers, 
and Janet Stark.

 



We are a member 
of FOCAL 

(Friends of 
Canadian 
Libraries)

1 5 t h ! ! ! !  C h i l d r e n ’s 
Holiday Fun Fest
Tuesday, December 27, 
2016, 10:00 A.M.

 
It is hard to believe that 

fourteen years have come 
and gone since our first Fun 
Fest!  The WB George Centre 
was our home for the first 
two years.  From the college, 
we moved to the Municipal 
Centre and now we find 
ourselves in the Program 
Room of the North Grenville 
Public Library.  Sue Bergeron 
and the ER Quartet  (Dr. John 
Evans, Brenda and Chris 
Reinkeluers, George Buys) 
played a significant role as 
the program organizers until 
recently when Kerry and 
Susan Badgley volunteered 
to orchestrate the event.  
George Buys still provides 
v a l u a b l e  a s s i s t a n c e .   
Refreshments are donated 
by the Giant Tiger.

 
     

The coolest place in town!

THANK YOU, HARRY!

Friends is a registered 
charity recognized by

Revenue Canada. 
 Our Registration

Number is:
840 342 729 RR0001

 

Y o u r  E x e c u t i v e 
Committee
2016
Helen Bunn, Chair
Jeffrey Murray, Vice-Chair
Vivian Howe, Secretary
Barb McDerby, Treasurer
Patrick Babin
Jude Fader-Levere
John Grinstead
Susan Hunt
Kelvin Hodges
Sue Higgins, Library CEO
Anthea Loke, Liaison, 
Library Board
 

W h e r e ,  i n  t h i s 
community, can you sit in 
an air-conditioned room 
overlooking a majest ic 
stream and partake of high 
tea, exquisite desserts, and 
an occasional round of Bingo 
for Books?  The Youngsters 
of Yore can tell you!!

Nostalgic Visit to 2002
The seed was planted in 

May 2002 and by the end 
of that year, the Friends of 
the North Grenville Public 
Library were alive and well 
on their  way!  Our empty 
coffers were practical ly 
overflowing following the 
successful tulip quilt raffle.  
The quilt was donated by 
the North Grenville Quilters 
Guild.  $1519 was raised!!

It seems like only yesterday.................

www.ngpl.ca/friendsEditor Pat Babin


