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A message from Helen Bunn, Chair
In 2002, four committed
bibliophiles, Pat Babin, Barb
McDerby, Maureen McCleery
and Jean Kilfoyle, formed
the Friends group to support
our local library and to focus
on improving literacy in the
community. What a journey it
has been!
Friends were actively involved
in supporting the creation of
our current state- of- the- art
North Grenville Public Library.
We have continued to support

literacy in our community
and to raise funds to enhance
Library programs, particularly
children’s and seniors’ programs.
In 2017, to celebrate our 15th
anniversary, we are planning
some exciting activities in
conjunction with Canada’s
150th anniversary celebrations.
We will keep you informed
about these activities over the
next few months.
In order to change and grow,
our Friends organization needs

new people and fresh ideas.
We are interested in recruiting
members for our Executive who
are passionate about literacy and
our Library. We need people
who are ready to be committed
members of our Executive either
by taking a leadership role or by
actively contributing to projects
led by others. Please consider
joining the Executive as an
active contributing member;
contact me at hbunn@bell.net
I leave you with this quote

Puppets Up! July 15, 2017
Friends of the Library is celebrating its 15th Anniversary in 2017.
Because the Community has always strongly supported us, we are
now showing our appreciation by giving back to our Municipality.
How do we plan to do it? How about a puppet show? Why not
Puppets Up! Kemptville? Yes, Saturday, July 15, 2017, is the date.
Our puppet extravaganza is being presented in collaboration with
Noreen Young of Almonte who is one of North America’s foremost
puppeteers. Her Puppets Up! Puppet Festival in Almonte attracts
thousands every August.
Noreen has also been involved with Cirque du Soleil, Sesame
Street, and Under the Umbrella Tree with CBC
We are extremely pleased and proud that Noreen has agreed to
become a part of our puppet show.
Another group which has agreed to perform on that same day
is Rags and Bones Puppeteers from Ottawa. Accompanying them
will be the Barrhaven Fiddleheads.
A special family workshop is scheduled which will provide a
learn-by-doing experience in making hand puppets. Materials will
be supplied. Noreen will be involved with the workshop as well
as a special presentation featuring Queen Victoria and Sir John A.
Macdonald.
Site to be announced.
Yes, we will need volunteers. You will be contacted later.

Fifteenth Anniversary - 2017

from R. David Lankes that
reﬂects why Friends supports
North Grenville Public
Library: “Bad libraries build
collections, good libraries build
services, great libraries build
communities”.
I ask you to stay involved
with Friends to support us
in continuing to make North
Grenville Public Library a great
library.

Enjoy 2017.
Helen Bunn

Star of the Library

By Hilary Thomson
The owner of the Giant Tiger
in Kemptville was honoured
last Thursday at this year’s
Friends of the North Grenville
Public Library Annual General
Meeting.
Harry Haider received the
Star of the Library Award for
his dedication to the library for
the past 13 years. Every year,
he has donated refreshments for
the Library’s Holiday Fun Fest
which runs between Christmas
and New Year.
“Harry has said ‘take what
you want for the kids’, and has
never asked to be thanked,” said

Kerry Badgley, who presented
him with the award. Harry
received the award with a big
thank you. “We try and do what
we can for the community,” he
said. His wife Tara and his four
children were on hand to watch
him receive recognition for his
contribution.
After a long stint in
Kemptville, Harry and his family
will be moving to Peterborough
to pursue a new opportunity.
Harry will be the owner and
manager of a brand new Giant
Tiger which will be the largest
in Ontario.

Trivia fever strikes Youngsters of Yore
Team B, The Bookworms,
won the coveted Donald Trump
banner at last Thursday’s Trivia
Competition at the North
Grenville Public Library in
Kemptville. Second place
was a three-way tie among the
Intelligentsia, the Bibliophiles,
and the Enlightened Ones.
Participants were Youngsters
of Yore. Scorekeeper was
Jean Kilfoyle. The Inquisitor,
on special assignment from
his trivia den at the Bayfield
Retirement Home, was Parick
Babin.
Among the eighty trivia
questions were: a) What kind
of animal was Napoleon terriﬁed

of? b) Who betrayed Samson to
the Philistines? c) How many
seconds must a cowboy stay
aboard a rodeo bronco? d) What
Roman governor tried Christ?
e) What was one thing the Lone
Ranger and Roy Rogers never
did? f) What was Pinocchio’s
father’s name? g) What’s the
most intelligent creature on
Earth after women/men?
Answers: a) Terriﬁed of cats,
b) Delilah, c) eight seconds, d)
Pontius Pilate, e) Kill someone,
f) Geppetto, g) Dolphin.
The Bee Hive Trivia group
meets every Tuesday morning in
the Bayﬁeld Retirement Home
Library.

Tony Alblas is new Bingo champ!
Bingo for Books, held last
Thursday at the regular meeting
of the Youngsters of Yore,
allowed for an hour-plus of
nerve-racking entertainment.
Approximately ninety books,
donated by the bibliophile
membership, provided the
backdrop for the occasion.
Books were either romance
novels or bloodcurdling mystery
tomes, including a special
edition of Agatha Christie’s
Murder on the Orient Express.
Pat Babin and Jim Eager were
the volunteer Bingo handlers.
Players were reminded to be
extremely nice to Jim since
he was the one handling the
numbers cage. Pat enjoyed his
secondary role as town crier.
It soon became apparent

that a certain individual would
monopolize the session.
Amazingly, Tony Alblas won
four games! His wife Tina’s
inspiration probably ensured his
good luck.
Tony was last seen leaving
the North Grenville Public
Library with two large bags of
books. The rumor is that he
may open his own bookstore.
Another tittle-tattle gathering
momentum is that he may not
be allowed to participate in the
next Bingo. On second thought,
perhaps the next Bingo for
Books could be held in Tony’s
bookstore. Only time will tell.
Yo u n g s t e r s o f Yo r e i s
sponsored by the Friends of
the Library, celebrating its 15th
anniversary in 2017!

www.ngpl.ca/friends

Kerry & Sue at their best!

“Library Sue” Bergeron was
on hand to greet parents and
young children to the 15th
Annual Holiday Fun Fest
sponsored by the Friends of the
North Grenville Public Library.
How best to describe this
event which was attended
by a capacity crowd on a
snowy morning Thursday
morning, December 29, 2016?
Whimsical? Total involvement?
Comedic? Brilliant? All of
these superlatives and more!
Kerry and Sue Badgley were
at their best! Their musical
talent, along with a display of
inﬁnite energy, had the children
rolling on the carpet. Backup
musician, George Buys, added
that magic touch which made
the event all the more special!
Refreshments were provided
by Giant Tiger again this year.
This marked their 15th year of
support. Special thanks were
extended to Mr. Harry Haider,
Manager of the local store.
Parents were thanked for their
donation of food items for the
beneﬁt of the Salvation Army.

OPP Charity BBQ Sells Out!

Helen Bunn, Chair, Executive
Committee, Friends, welcomed
the c rowd and pres en t ed
honoraria to the Badgleys and
George Buys. Assisting as
volunteers were Friends Jeﬀrey
Murray, Jude Levere, George
Gouthro, and Pat Babin.
I almost forgot! The event
was held in our beautiful Library
which was decorated for the
occasion. What a setting! The
members of the Room to Read
Committee knew what they
were doing!!

Trivia Talk
During the last fifteen
meetings, the residents of
Bayfield have responded
most favourably to at least
840 questions, according to
Trivia Master Patrick Babin, a
Friend of the North Grenville
Public Library.
Trivia Sessions every
Tuesday at the Bayfield
Library are offered by
Friends.

The sixth OPP Charity BBQ of the season was a sell out! Special
thanks to our sponsor RB Heating Climate Care . A total of $935.00
was raised for Friends of the North Grenville Public Library. The
16th Annual OPP Charity barbeques are held every Thursday from
11:30 am to 1:00 pm at the Kemptville OPP detachment. Hope to
see you there!

Literary
14th Annual

A whimsical blend of the musical and the literary

Accolades for George and Jude
The 14th Annual Literary Follies became a reality due largely
to a strong commitment on the part of George Buys. Once he
had lined up the authors/musicians, Jude Levere orchestrated the
procurement of gourmet delights, prepared by wonderful volunteers,
and two hundred cups of coﬀee from Brewed Awakenings.
Last but not least the Grenville Mutual Insurance setting was
magniﬁcent!

Thank you, Grenville Mutual!

New Life Members

The following Friends recently became life members; namely,

Mary Carlson,
Barbara and John
James Armour,
Grinstead.
Norma Fisher,
Margaret Ledbetter and
Barb Tobin,
Jeﬀrey Murray, are Patrons
In 2016, Friends donated $4,000 to the Library

Friends is a registered charity recognized by
Revenue Canada.
Our Registration Number is:
840 342 729 RR0001

Volunteers are our Lifeline!

Debut Novel by Jen Gilroy

Kemptville author Jen
Gilroy’s debut novel, The
Cottage at Fireﬂy Lake (a 2015
ﬁnalist for Romance Writers of
America’s prestigious Golden
Heart® award for unpublished
writers), was released by
Hachette Book Group USA,
Grand Central Publishing,
Forever on January 31, 2017.
The ﬁrst in a trilogy, it’s an
emotional second-chance love
story about redemption and
finding your way home. Set
in a fictional, summer resort
town in Vermont, it’s the story
of globetrotting journalist
Charlotte (Charlie) Gibbs and
Sean Carmichael, a divorced
dad who runs his family’s boat
building business. Although
Charlie and Sean broke each
other’s hearts once, in Fireﬂy
Lake love and roots run deep.
And with a little summer magic,
wounded souls can heal.
Jen and her family settled
in Kemptville in August 2015
after returning to Canada
from England. Like her author
tagline, “Romance to bring
your heart home,” she’s had
her own journey “home” as her
mother was from Merrickville,

Editor Pat Babin

and her Irish family heritage
in eastern Ontario dates to the
mid-nineteenth century. She’s
worked in higher education and
international marketing but,
after spending too much time
in airports and away from her
family, traded the 9-5 to write
the kind of stories she likes to
read—about the healing power
of love, being true to yourself,
and the nurturing bonds of
family, friends and community.
The Cottage at Firefly
Lake is available in mass
market paperback, e-book and
audiobook via Amazon, Kobo
and Chapters-Indigo. Jen also
plans to donate an author copy to
North Grenville Public Library.
Find out more about Jen via
her website (www.jengilroy.
com) or connect with her on
Facebook (@JenGilroyAuthor)
or Twitter (@JenGilroy1) where
she posts about books, writing
and life.

Contact information:
Jen Gilroy
Email: jen@jengilroy.com
Telephone: 613-215-0782

Getting Ready for Kindergarten at NGPL

On Monday and Tuesday mornings at the Library a total of 25
children are participating in an exciting program that helps them
to learn some of the skills that will help them make the transition
to Kindergarten.
Upon arrival, children independently put their boots and coats
away in the designated place, say goodbye to their parent/caregiver,
then enter the classroom to enjoy a variety of activities. Children
may choose from several stations, including the sensory bin, trucks,
trains, cars, dolls, blocks and the very popular play dough table.
Every week there is a diﬀerent craft for little creators, along with
beading or painting.
After 30 minutes of free play, I sing the cleanup song, and we
all work together through this transition to put everything away
for Circle Time.
Our Circle time starts with making a circle, and always includes a
book read aloud, a favourite part of the class for many children. We
usually play a couple of Literacy building games, requiring children
to take turns and listen to instructions. Every child has a turn every
session to bring something from home to show and share to their
classmates. We always ﬁnish with some action songs to promote
gross motor skill development, and usually give the parachute a
lively toss. Every class ends with singing our Goodbye song, and
children leave to ﬁnd their parents/caregivers in the Library.
This is the third year that this program has been oﬀered, and
Fall, Winter and Spring sessions are oﬀered. Every spring we hold
a "Graduation" ceremony. This is a great program for children who
have not had a daycare experience, as it provides them with some
independence from their parents. Children and parents alike have
found the experience very positive and enriching.

Sue Bergeron
Coordinator of Children’s and Teen Programs

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL TIME

www.ngpl.ca/friends

