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See You Soon at Our Library

by Rachel Brown
In June of 2018, I had
the good fortune of joining
the North Grenville Public
Library as CEO. I could
see immediately that the
library was a vibrant and
well-loved cornerstone of the
community. My predecessor,
Sue Higgins, and her staﬀ had
done an outstanding job in
creating a warm atmosphere
where all members of the
community felt welcome. And
so I felt most welcome too.
I have always been
passionate about public
libraries and the unique role
they play in our communities.
They are a true public good
— free and open to all, a
communal space for learning,

for connecting, for accessing
resources and services.
My love of libraries started
early, with Saturday trips
with my father to the funky
central branch of the Nepean
Public Library. It was a busy
place that fostered a sense
of community and fun — with
its oversized plush stools,
purple and gold décor and
formidable card catalogue.
As a teen, I got a job as a
page at that same library and
was soon inspired to pursue
librarianship as a career.
Although my career path
took me in the direction of
special libraries, with a long
stop-over in the nonprofit
health sector, I always knew
that I wanted to get back to
the public library and feel that
community connection again.
Some things have changed
over the years — card
catalogues are long gone,
for one — but the constants
remain. The public library is
still a safe and friendly space
where you can ﬁnd what you
need: the newest bestsellers,
quality children’s programs,
help with printing out forms,
or simply a comfortable
chair in which to read the
newspaper. The library is
here for you, and we look
forward to seeing you soon.
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For many of us in this community,
Sue Higgins is the only library CEO
we have known

About 20 years ago
Sue decided she needed a
Friends of the Library group.
Library Board member
Pat Babin volunteered to
research the subject and
eventually a Friends of the
Library group was formed.
She was being very strategic
because when we started
working on our hopes for
a new library her Friends'
group and the great staff
team she had assembled
over time were invaluable to
the campaign. While library
staff continued to deliver
great service, the Friends
group in various ways made
sure that the community was
kept informed and could be

involved. Members of the
community wanted to help
and they really stepped up.
For me this lovely building
symbolizes what a dedicated
community and exceptional
staﬀ can accomplish. People
stepped up to bake for fund
raisers, donate to silent
auctions (sometimes buying
back what they had donated)
and doing whatever they
could to make this library a
reality. Sue, of course, was
always ready to help in every
way imaginable from bidding
on auction items to mixing
and pouring lemonade in
scorching heat at our garden
tour fund raisers.
As our library CEO Sue
Higgins has been our guide
through some challenging
times and amazing changes
but she rarely lost that smile.
(and there were challenges
such as people who said that
computers made libraries a
thing of the past)
As she retires we gather
here today to show her how
much we appreciate what she
has been for our community
and wish for her a future ﬁlled
with all good things.
We will miss you, Sue.
by Roberta Russell

A Message from the Co-Chairs

Friends Helping Friends
Since its inception almost eighteen years ago, the
Friends of the North Grenville Public Library has looked for
imaginative ways to raise funds that help to enhance the
library’s services and resources beyond the basic. Although
our initial fundraising ventures were rather modest, we have
now reached a point where we regularly oﬀer the library an
annual stipend of $3,000 - $4,000. Over the years, the grants
add up. The total now exceeds $40,000. Last year’s grant
was used to augment the library’s summer reading program
for youth and adult literacy. This year’s grant will be used, in
part, to further develop the library’s collection of large-print
books for the visually impaired.
Such generosity is possible because of the wonderful
support we receive from our members, our partners, and our
sponsors. The number of people in North Grenville who have
taken out a lifetime membership in the Friends now exceeds
50, and another 20 have signed on with memberships at
the patron, family and individual levels. And in the last six
months, four people have taken their level of commitment
in the Friends a step further by volunteering to help on the
executive: Joan Simpson, Jane Rocchio, Mary Carlson, and
Barbara Rousseau. All-in-all, we have an extraordinary level
of involvement from the community, one that is the envy of
other Friends groups across the country.
Thanks to the diligent work of our partners at St. John’s
United Church and Fiddlehead Soup, our most recent
fundraising event, last month’s Robbie Burns dinner and
dance, was a huge success. It raised more than $1,300 for
library programs. And last summer’s fundraiser, the OPP
BBQ, provided us with another $1,000. Over the course of
2018 we also beneﬁted from our sponsors at Hulse, Playfair
and McGarry (Kemptville Chapel), Byers Funeral Home and
Crematory, Giant Tiger, and the North Grenville Times.
A round of applause to all our friends. Best wishes to
everyone for 2019.
by Jeﬀrey Murray and Joan Simpson, Co-Chairs

Robbie Burns Celebration a
Resounding Success

Well over one hundred
people gathered in the hall of
St. John’s United Church to
celebrate the birth of Robert
Burns, as well as all things
Scottish. This fundraising
dinner was a joint eﬀort by
St. John’s and the Friends
of the North Grenville
Public Library, and was a
resounding success —thanks
to the wonderful volunteers
involved, and of course, the
supportive and fun-loving
community of North Grenville.
The evening started
with bagpipes, played with
great skill by young Rowan
Meyer, as the Haggis was
reverently carried to the front
of the room. Doug Hendry,
the Master of Ceremonies,
gave the ceremonial Selkirk
Grace, followed by a spirited

rendition of Burns’ poem
"Address to the Haggis".
The terriﬁc kitchen crew
at St. John’s served a hearty
roast beef dinner, and plenty
of shortbread and mincemeat
tarts for dessert. The tasty
Haggis was generously
provided by Jim Beveridge
of B&H Grocer. As dinner
wound down, Andrea Goral
and her young Highland
dancers took to the stage and
won the hearts of everyone in
the room.
Afterwards, a few dozen
brave souls joined Doug as
he led them in Scottish and
country dance, accompanied
by the cheerful music of
Fiddlehead Soup and
Friends. A fun event for all,
and one we would deﬁnitely
consider repeating!

Barb McDerby, you have been a
FANTASTIC Treasurer! Thank You!
www.ngpl.ca/friends

This issue of our
Newsletter is dedicated
to Peter Bunn, a staunch
supporter who passed
away on June 30, 2018.
As a life member of
Friends, Peter assumed
a very active role in many
of our projects, especially
the Book Fairs.
May you Rest in Peace.

An Evening at the
Library – May 25!
Libraries hold so many
treasures. What do you
appreciate the most about
the North Grenville Public
Library? What has it meant
to you?
We hope that you will
join us on Saturday, May 25,
2019. This elegant event is
being held as a beneﬁt by the
Friends of the North Grenville
Public Library to raise funds
for library programs.
There will be wine,
craft beer, hors d’oeuvres;
entertainment by local
musicians; a silent auction;
and stories from local
authors and members of the
community.
Please contact Rachel
Brown at rbrown@ngpl.ca or
613-258-4711.

Dear Friends,

Just a short note to thank
you very much for inviting
us to perform again at the
annual Fun Fest. We had a
wonderful time, as always,
and hope that everyone
else did, too. Special
thanks to George for his
considerable musical skills.
Most of all, thank you for
your generous gift toward
the Sarah Badgley Fund
for Rural Ontario Children.
It is a gift that is felt and
appreciated throughout the
Province. Wishing you all
a wonderful 2019.
Thank you, Kerry and
Sue Badgley

Friends Executive
2019
Chair: Jeﬀ Murray
Co-Chair: Joan Simpson
Secretary: Jude Levere
Treasurer:
Barbara Rousseau.
Membership Secretary:
Jeﬀ Murray
Publicity: Patrick Babin
Mary Carlson
Vivian Howe
Jane Rocchio
Barbara Rousseau

Kudos for George!

We wish to thank George Gouthro
profusely for serving Friends as our unoﬃcial
photographer these past ten years, especially
as it relates to Youngsters of Yore.

A celebratory Trivia Bee highlighted this year’s
Friends of the Library AGM on November 14 in the
Tallman Room of the North Grenville Library

Joan Simpson was Master of Ceremonies for the evening,
assisted by Jude Fader Levere, Event Coordinator.
Bee Master was Rachel Brown, our new Librarian (CEO).
Two teams engaged in a ﬁerce intellectual exercise:
Team A: The Intelligentsia: Nancy Peckford, Sheila Pratt,
Paul Vavasour, Isla McLean, and Vanessa Skelton.
Team B: The Enlightened Ones: Doreen O’Sullivan, Paul
Jansen, Tira Porter, Ruth Hooper, and Chris Morgan.
Other Planners: Arbiter. Jeﬀ Murray; Scorekeeper, Pat Babin;
Barb McDerby, Barbara Rousseau; Timer, Ridley Levere;
Mary Carlson.
Savoury refreshments were provided by Vivian Howe
and her gourmet gang.

2018 OPP BBQ

The sponsor of last summer’s OPP BBQ was Hulse,
Playfair and McGarry. Their $400 donation enabled Friends
of the Library to raise over $1,000 for children’s programs
at the Library. Our wholehearted thanks! We are pleased
to announce that Hulse, Playfair and McGarry Chapel has
agreed to support Friends at next summer’s BBQ.

Volunteers are our Lifeline!

Children’s Holiday FunFest

We’ve been busy

This year’s eighteenth FunFest, held on December 29,
2018, was the most successful ever, thanks to the masterful
orchestration of Kerry and Susan Badgley and George Buys.
Locale: Tallman Room at the North Grenville Public Library.
The event focuses on musical entertainment for younger
children accompanied by parents/grandparents.
Refreshments for the last fourteen years have been
donated by Giant Tiger through the kindness of Mr. Rick
Kingsley. The price of admission is a food item for the beneﬁt
of the Salvation Army.
This year, we welcomed a new sponsor; namely, Mrs.
Victoria Byers, Byers Funeral Home, South Mountain.
Friends is most appreciative. Incidentally, this was our
largest attendance ever!!
Jude, thanks for your help!

• Annual Fall Book Fair •
Children's Holiday Concert/
Funfest • Tulip Quilt Raﬄe
(with the Quilters Guild) •
Friends Meeting Friends at
Rideau Woodland Ramble
• Tea social in honour of
Helen Groskopf’s 45 years of
service to the Library • Literary
Follies in support of local
writers • Dandelion Festival:
Mad Hatter hat contest, kite
flying • Student summer
reading • OPP summer BBQs
• Advocacy and fund raising
for the Room to Read Building
Campaign • Friends of the
NGPL Newsletter • weekly
meetings of Youngsters of
Yore • Children’s poster and
book mark contests • Jazz
in the Garden • Seniors’
Tea • Bayfield and Home
Support trivia sessions •
Literacy Club for Community
Living residents • Music
in the Garden • Puppetry,
Kemptville’s sesquicentennial
event • Robby Burns
dinner and dance (with St.
John’s United Church and
Fiddlehead Soup).

Friends is a registered charity recognized by
Revenue Canada.
Our Registration Number is:
840 342 729 RR0001

A Third Place
A new concept is emerging---that of the public library as
a community “third place”. The rationale being that people
like to gather and spend time at a location other than work
or home.
The library becomes a distinctive informal gathering place
that makes people feel at home and helps to create a sense
of place and community. A prime example is Youngsters
of Yore who make our library their home every Thursday
afternoon, thanks to Jean Kilfoyle, Fran Thompson, and their
volunteers.
Our new library has become a learning centre, not only
committed to reading, literacy, and lifelong learning, but
expanded to include access to digital information and
technology, as well as serving as a cultural centre. There is
ample room for people of all ages to meet, sit, and socialize.
More and more are discovering the serenity and beauty of
the Norenberg Building. We are so fortunate!!
by Patrick Babin

Events we’ve organized:

Stars of
the Library

The following are past
recipients
of the Star of the Library:
Dr. John Evans
Brenda, Chris Reinkeluers
George Buys
Harry Haider
Maggie Boyer
Sue Higgins
Ashley Kulp
Sue, Mike McIntosh
Cheryl Mackie
Cathy Lindsey
Jim Armour
Pat Babin, Ph.D.

Commendations
we’ve received:
•

Gabriele Schrieber
Award, 2011, awarded
by FOCAL (Friends of
Canadian Libraries)

•

Municipality of North
Grenville Civic Award

•

First Prize for
Canada Day float

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL TIME

Happy retirement,
Cathy
www.ngpl.ca/friends

