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Vivian Howe Retires
from the Executive

Kudos for the Friends
“Just a short note to thank you very much for
inviting us to perform at the Holiday Fun Fest.
Sue and I had a wonderful time, as always, and
we hope to be invited back next year (and many
more years after that!)…Thank you, as well, for
the honorarium. As always, every cent of it will
go to the Sarah Badgley fund for rural children.
To date, I am proud to report that more than 70
libraries in the province have received grants.
Your organization has been very helpful in these
eﬀorts… Best wishes, Kerry and Sue Badgley.”

Vivian always brought a smile to our
executive meetings and often cookies too!
Since 2015, Vivian Howe has brought rays
of sunshine to our monthly executive meetings.
Her smiles and thoughtful comments enlightened
many a discussion. But alas, all good things
must come to an end and Vivian has retired
from the executive. Best of luck in your future
endeavors, Vivian! We’ll miss you.
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An Elegant
Affair

June’s summer
solstice was the
occasion for the
residents of North
Grenville to give thanks
for their community’s
wonderfully vibrant
public library. Oﬀering
a pleasing selection
of appetizers, local
beers and wines, and
We Did It Again, OPP Charity BBQ a a silent auction, An
Evening at the Library
Big Sell Out!
Thanks to some wonderful August weather, was a perfect venue
the OPP, and our sponsor, the ﬁne people at for meeting friends
Hulse, Playfair and McGarry, the Friends had a n d n e i g h b o u r s .
another successful BBQ this past summer. Background music for
Hungry North Grenville residents showed up in the soiree was provided
droves and feasted on scrumptious hamburgers, by local harpist Hanna
hot dogs and drinks. In just one hour everything MacNaughtan. Local
was sold out, giving the Friends an extra $851 authors Tom Graham,
for library programs. Special thanks to OPP Michael Blouin and
Constable Annie Collins and her team for all Jen Gilroy and local
their hard word organizing the event, and to the teacher Chris Morgan
Municipality of North Grenville, which oﬀered the amused everyone with
personal anecdotes on
use of their parking lot and picnic tables.
what libraries mean to
them. The silent auction
featured donations
from a number of
local businesses and
helped the NGPL to
raise $2,500 for a
New Digital Literacy
initiative, aimed at
improving the tech
skills of the community
The BBQ crew from Hulse, Playfair and McGarry along the in an i n c r e a si n g l y
Mayor Peckford (centre) and Pat Babin from the Friends. digital world.

VOLUNTEERS ARE OUR LIFELINE

Local Artists Featured at the Library

A discerning patron contemplates Tabitha Valliant’s Passion V
The Friends is thrilled to be part of a partnership that has put art in the library, by
contributing the special hardware needed to hang the art. The North Grenville Arts Guild
has supplied gorgeous paintings from several of its artists and will continue to rotate the
displays on a regular basis.
Library CEO, Rachel Brown, commented that local art is a perfect match for the library
and that the visual arts are a form of literacy that should be celebrated alongside books.
Come by the library and see for yourself!

This issue of the
newsletter is dedicated to
our friend and mentor, Dr.
Patrick Babin. A founding
member of Friends, Pat has
steered our organization
through some diﬃcult times
and is now facing some
of his own health issues
brought on by a bad fall.
Your friends at Friends wish
you a speedy recovery Pat.

NGPL Hosts Special Book Launch
This past October, the
Friends helped Michael
Blouin launch his latest novel,
Skin House. It is Blouin’s ﬁfth
book and judging by the turn
out (standing room only at
the NGPL), it is destined to
be well received by readers.
Set in North Grenville, Skin
House is described as a
“literary comedy crime caper.”
A Kemptville resident,
Michael Blouin has received
many accolades for his
writing. He has won Best
Novel in Canada, been
shortlisted for the Amazon

F i r s t N o v e l Aw a r d , t h e
bpNichol Chapbook Award,
the CBC Literary Award,
and is a winner of the Diana
Brebner Award and the 2012
Lampman Award. He has
published in most Canadian
literary magazines including
The Antigonish Review,
Queen's Quarterly, and
The Fiddlehead. He has
received rave reviews from
The National Post and The
Ottawa Citizen, and has
served as an adjudicator
for The Canada Council for
the Arts, The Ontario Arts

Council, and The Ottawa
Book Awards.
Skin House (ISBN: 978-177214-118-4) was published
by Anvil Press and is available
at all leading bookstores and
online book sites.
Authors wanting
assistance from the Friends
and the NGPL to launch a
new title are invited to have a
look at the Friend’s new book
launch guidelines, which will
be available soon through the
Friend’s web site at https://
ngpl.ca/support-the-library/
friends-of-ngpl/

www.ngpl.ca/friends

Founding Members Roberta Russell Friends Helping Friends
and Bill McElrea Honoured at AGM

Our youngest donor seven-year-old Aidan Schiisler from 100
Kids Who Care North Grenville

Roberta and Bill with their Star of the Library awards
Since its inception eighteen
years ago, the Friends of the
North Grenville Public Library
has looked for imaginative
ways to raise funds that
enhance the library’s
programs and services.
Two long-standing members
of the Friends have been
particularly resourceful in this
regard: Roberta Russell and
Bill McElrea. In recognition
of their great work, Roberta
and Bill were honoured with
a Star of the Library Award at
the Friend’s AGM.
“Roberta is a creative
thinker and brainstormer,”
announced the secretary of
the Friends and one of the
of the AGM’s participants,
Jude Fader-Levere. And to
prove it, Fader-Levere went
on to list well-attended events
that Roberta organized

to help raise money not
only for a new downtown
library but library programs
as well. There were the
annual fall book fairs, Jazz
in the Garden, events for the
Dandelion Festival, Puppets
Up Kemptville, and many
silent auctions. Roberta
has also been on the North
Grenville Public Library
Board and the Friends of the
Library Executive, and for
several years, she acted as a
liaison between the two.
Bill McElrea has been
equally busy for the library.
In the spring of 2008, he
assumed the chair of the
Room to Read Campaign.
This was no small endeavor,
since Room to Read was
asked to raise more than
$750,000 for a new downtown
library. Only someone with

Grants from the Friends to the NGPL in 2019 included
$2,500 for the library’s summer reading program and $2,800
for a new digital literacy program. Special thanks are extended
to our major sponsors and donors in 2019: Hulse, Playfair
and McGarry; OPP; St. John’s United Church; Doug Henry
and Fiddlehead Soup; Byers Funeral Home; Jane’s Catering
and Party Rentals; Connie Lamb Law Oﬃce; Jansen’s Law;
Bodhi Tree; Brenda Burich; Home Hardware; Garden View
Senior Apartments; Hanna MacNaughton; Blue Gypsy
Winery; J-Glow; King’s Lock Craft Distillery; Body and Sole
Foot Clinic; Kemptville Suites; Brewed Awakenings; Home
and Beyond; Judith Moore Gallery; Jac’s Boutique; Carmella’s
Textile Art; The Brigadoon; Salamander’s; Cranberry Hill Vet
Hospital; Jonsson’s Independent; North Grenville Community
Foundation; 100 Kids Who Care North Grenville; To Be
Continued; Gunther Bongard; RBC; Shopper’s Drugmart
Beauty Counter; Canadian Tire; PartyLite; Bertha Mary
Whyte; Margaret Carlson; Rev. Lynda Harrison; Diane Tappin;
Sheila Pratt, Royal Lepage; Helen Bunn; Joan Simpson; Bill
McElrea; Jane Pelletier; Patty Paterson; Pat Babin; and the
North Grenville Times.
Bill’s strong leadership and
outstanding team building
skills would have been up
to the task. He met the
target and on time allowing
the new building to open
in May 2011. “Bill leads by
example,” writes colleague

Volunteers are our Lifeline!

Jean Kilfoyle. “He is always
positive and prepared to look
at all possibilities. He never
lost his sense of humour.”
Thanks for all your great
work, Roberta and Bill!
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