
Friends of the North Grenville Public Library 

Annual General Meeting 

April 22nd and May 6th, 2021 

 

On April 22nd, 2021, the AGM began virtually on zoom. Joan Simpson welcomed everyone and 

explained that one of our award recipients had a time constraint and we would open the 

meeting with a presentation to that person. Jude Levere moved that Maggie Boyer be 

recognized for the support that she has provided to the Friends of the NGPL, by providing free 

publication services, with an Honorary Lifetime Membership in Friends. Seconded by Joan 

Simpson. All in Favour. Carried.  Jude Levere spoke briefly about how much Friends have 

appreciated Maggie’s support over the years in her weekly newspaper, The North Grenville 

Times. Maggie exemplifies the qualities of outstanding community service and will receive an 

Honorary Lifetime Membership in Friends. Maggie gave a short thankyou speech. At that point, 

internet communication was lost and the meeting ended. 

On May 6th, 2021, the AGM continued virtually on zoom. Joan Simpson welcomed everyone. 

She moved that the 2019 AGM minutes of Friends of the Library be approved. Seconded by 

Barbara Rousseau. Anyone opposed? Carried. 

Barbara Rousseau presented the financial report: Bank balance as of Dec 31st, 2020 was 

$4630.41. GIC investments of $4862.50 maturing May 13th, 2021 with a Total of $9492.91.  Due 

to the Covid-19 pandemic no fundraisers were held after March 1st, 2020.  Only one newsletter 

was circulated during 2020.  Financial assistance was provided to the library for computer 

hardware requirements. Staff support was provided in the form of a socially distanced luncheon 

in recognition of the additional work and responsibilities due to the pandemic. Barbara moved 

that the financial report be approved and Jude seconded. Anyone opposed? Carried. 

Joan presented the Chair’s Report of Friends activities since the 2019 AGM. The December 2019 

Holiday Fun Fest was a successful event led by Sue and Kerry Badgley and George Buys. Jane 

Rocchio and Joan Simpson provided refreshments. In January 2020 we participated in the sold-

out Robbie Burns Dinner by selling and buying tickets. On November 19th, the Friends of North 

Grenville Public Library donated $1,500 to the library to help them fill their technology wish list. 

Joan moved that said report be approved.  Jane seconded. Anyone opposed? Carried.  

Joan moved that Friends establish a Junior membership for those under the age of 18 and that 

the annual membership fee for this group be a nominal $5.00.  Seconded by Barbara. Anyone 

opposed? Carried. 

Jude moved that the people who established our Friends of the NGPL be recognized as 

Founders (Pat Babin, Barb McDerby, Maureen McCleery, JeanKilfoyle, Fran Thompson and Mary 

Smith) and be granted lifetime membership. Jane seconded. Anyone opposed? Carried. 



Joan moved that the executive of the Friends of the NGPL be accepted (Chair Joan Simpson, 

Secretary Jude Levere, Treasurer Barbara Rousseau, Members at Large – Barb McDerby, Jane 

Rocchio, Rebecca Campbell). Seconded by Jude. Anyone opposed? Carried. 

The business meeting adjourned at 6:30 p.m. 

The Star of the Library was presented by Jude Levere to the Library Staff: Patricia Evans, Patsy 

Brooks, Sue Bergeron, Linda Purvis-Carriveau, Nancy Olive, Liz Dwyer, Sierra Martel-Jones, 

Jessica Ainsworth, Darren Boyd, Kathy Moss, and Rachel Brown, CEO. Their outstanding service 

during the pandemic helped the community cope. Despite mandated closures and reduced 

hours, overall circulation was 75% of the previous year’s. Staff filled 1,357 curbside orders and 

produced 116 original videos which were posted on the Library’s Facebook page and received 

30,000 views. The French Library Services Coordinator delivered 1,559 books to the French 

Public School. The Children’s Programmer produced 325 craft kits for pickup and hosted 25 safe 

park events. Each member of the Library Staff is a worthy recipient of The Star of the Library 

award. We applaud them for a job well done. Patricia Evans, Sue Bergeron and Sierra Jones-

Martel accepted the award and gave short thankyou speeches. 

The AGM concluded with Library Sue (Bergeron) reading a bedtime story entitled Dr. de Soto by 

William Steig. 

Next Executive Meeting: May 20th, 2021 at 5:30 p.m. on zoom. 


