
Report of the Chair 

 

Friends of North Grenville Public Library, like most charities in Canada, was not 

able to do business as usual due to government-imposed restrictions. The 

executive of the Friends took time to engage in corporate reflection. We 

examined whether the Membership structure was best for The Friends. Most 

Friends groups in Canada use a membership structure although a few notable 

exceptions prefer to be incorporated. The executive decided that the membership 

structure provided us with a good contact list for future activities and resource for 

potential volunteers. So, we decided to stay as structured. We decided to simplify 

the fee structure and include a student option. We then looked at our 

membership brochure and decided it was due for an up-date. We have tried to 

include recent activities and communicate the nature of The Friends of NGPL in as 

few words as possible. This is still a work-in-progress but we are sharing what we 

have tonight. 

We looked at our Logo and decided we wanted something a little more eye-

catching. Maggie Boyer, the designer of the original logo agreed that it could be 

improved. She provided us with several samples which we fine-tuned together. 

We hope you will approve of the final design tonight. 

We reflected on the high cost of insurance when our income and activities were 

limited. Many Friends groups rely on the insurance policies carried by their 

libraries. We discovered that if we restrict ourselves to activities on municipal 

property, we would have basic coverage for things such as slipping on ice, tripping 

on obstacles, etc. if we paid a nominal fee for each event. The executive opted to 

cancel our private insurance. Should we want to hold an event such as Jazz in the 

Garden we would have to arrange insurance for that event. 

As a result of donations and membership renewals, we were able to support the 

library purchase of large print and audio books. We helped fund the summer 

programs and the purchase of literature for young adults. 

In July, a presentation was made to 100 Women Who Care which provided an 

opportunity to inform people about The Friends and resulted in two donations. In 



September we took part in the Downtown Promenade. It was another chance to 

talk about The Friends and recruit new members. 

 Later in the fall we encouraged the community to help us enhance the French 

language book collection and the old and new children’s classics. 

Local authors have been eager to participate in Friends’-sponsored book 

launches. This year, Mike Martin launched Safe Harbour and Andrew 

McManaman, The Dollhouse.  

We lost some dear Friends this year. Margaret Carlson, a former treasurer and 

staunch supporter of the Friends will be missed; as will our founder, Pat Babin. 


