
Babin Inspirational Art Event (May 28,2022) 

Tribute given by Roberta Russell 

When Dr. Pat Babin moved to Kemptville 25 or so years ago, he brought with him a great deal 

of experience as an academic, a professor at University of Ottawa, who had been active in a 

number of professional organizations as well as in consulting work at the community and 

international level. He wasted no time in putting that wealth of knowledge and experience to 

work for our benefit. One of the qualities that always impressed me about Pat was his capacity 

to apply experience to solving challenges in the community. 

He very quickly immersed himself in everything that a small town has to offer and his energy 

and imagination made things happen. When Pat got an idea for a project, the Energizer Bunny 

would have had trouble keeping up with him. His enthusiasm and powers of persuasion were 

such that it was impossible to say no to him. Over the years, while he did volunteer work for 

many organizations, (among these, Friends of the Forest, Bayfield Manor, Community Living, 

the Salvation Army, the local hospital, a mini puppet festival), the library was his passion. Pat 

was an accomplished water colour artist and patron of the arts so it is especially fitting that he 

is being remembered by an event that combines his love of books, libraries and art. 

While he was serving on the library board, Sue Higgins, the library CEO, said that she wished 

she had a Friends of the Library group. Pat was on it; putting his research skills to work to find 

out what Friends’ groups in various parts of North America were doing and putting a plan 

together to launch a Friends group here, even serving as both chair and secretary in the first 

couple of years until he could persuade someone else to take on the duties of Secretary. He 

also organized the book ale which Friends ran for many years until our aging backs gave out and 

a younger generation took it on. It is now a fund raiser for the Youth Centre. When there was 

work to be done Pat didn’t just show up, he did the work. Nobody worked harder than he did. 

When the view was expressed in some quarters that a new Kemptville library was not really 

needed, he organized members of the Friends to go door to door in very cold winter weather to 

get signatures for a petition to demonstrate how strong the community support was for a new 

library. The results were published in the local paper and the campaign to build this library 

began. 

Pat was master of the “Irish Goodbye”. (For those of you unfamiliar with the term, the “Irish 

Goodbye” is often used to refer to someone who at the end of social events leaves without 

saying goodbye.) Pat was so skilled at this that when the usual “thank you-s” were being made 

at the end some of our events and especially events where he probably carried the heaviest 

load in terms of work so we might want to thank him especially, Pat had usually quietly slipped 

out. We knew this about him but we were still always surprised when he managed to disappear 

without our seeing him leave. He did not want or expect to be lauded for all his work. He did it 

because he understood that a community needs its citizens to be involved and to give back. If 



he were here today, he would have slipped out by now. While he was shy about accepting 

praise for himself, publicly he was a master at writing thank you notes to the rest of us when a 

project was completed. These notes were usually accompanied by some of his clever and 

inspired illustrations. 

We miss him and the energy, creativity and sense of fun we could always count on. Perhaps in 

addition to the ideas already in place for remembering him, more of us, as individuals, can try 

to live up to his fine example of community participation. 

 


